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Abstract. This article explores the translation cases and innovative practices of Rococo style in
different contemporary design fields. The Rococo style originated during the reign of Louis XV in
early 18th-century France and is known for its delicate and intricate design language, as well as its
pursuit of naturalism and hedonism in aesthetic expression. In contemporary times, through material
innovation, structural reconstruction, functional decoration, cross-cultural dialogue, and other means,
the Rococo style has been reborn in the fields of clothing design, home space, product design, and
more. This article analyzes multiple typical cases, such as Gucci's Al-generated silk, Alexander
McQueen's digital scanning and 3D printing technology, Boffi and Rolls-Royce's jointly developed
kitchen system, etc., revealing the paradigm breakthrough of Rococo style in contemporary revival
and the challenges and future directions it faces. Research has shown that the contemporary
translation of Rococo style relies on three innovative mechanisms: symbol purification, technological
intervention, and ethical reconstruction. However, there is also a risk of cultural misreading, and
future design needs to further expand the boundaries of dynamic decoration and digital fashion.
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1. Introduction

Rococo style, born during the reign of Louis XV in the early 18th century France, is closely related
to the transformation of social trends during the Enlightenment period. This style was originally
intended to oppose the religious solemnity and formal rigidity of Baroque court art, and instead
pursued aesthetic expressions of naturalism and hedonism. The Rococo style has left a profound mark
on history with its delicate and intricate design language and unique aesthetic taste. However, in
contemporary society, with the diversification of aesthetic concepts and the rapid development of
technology, how to combine Rococo style with modern design to achieve contemporary translation
and innovative practice of traditional aesthetics has become a topic worth exploring. This article aims
to reveal the paradigm breakthrough of the revival of Rococo style and the challenges and future
directions it faces by analyzing typical cases in different contemporary design fields.

2. The Origin of the Concept of Rococo Style

The Rococo style was born during the reign of Louis XV in the early 18th century France, and its
formation was closely related to the transformation of social trends during the Enlightenment period.
This style was originally intended to oppose the religious solemnity and formal rigidity of Baroque
court art, and instead pursued aesthetic expressions of naturalism and hedonism. From an
etymological perspective, "Rococo” is composed of the French words "Rocaille™ (shell gravel
decoration) and "coquilles” (shell). This naming intuitively reveals its core design language - by
abstracting natural curves, it creates delicate and complex C-shaped scrolls, shell patterns, and
asymmetrical compositions.

In the field of clothing, the Rococo style was promoted by noble women such as Madame de
Pompadour, resulting in three prominent features: the use of soft colors such as pink blue and
champagne gold to weaken symbols of power; Relying on Eastern silk and handmade lace to construct
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visual layers in terms of material; Structurally, the hourglass shaped silhouette is created through the
ultimate contrast between the Panier skirt brace and the Corset. This design philosophy that regards
the human body as an artistic carrier was criticized by neoclassicism in the late 18th century, but its
poetic interpretation of femininity continues to influence the aesthetic paradigm of modern fashion.

3. Literature Review

Existing literature on the contemporary reinterpretation of the Rococo style mainly focuses on three
areas: the application of decorative elements, the evolution of structural features, and the
dissemination of cultural symbols.

In terms of decorative elements, Liu Qi et al. conducted a systematic analysis of typical Rococo
design features such as pleats, lace, and bows in women’s fashion [1]. They proposed a “subtractive
design” principle that adapts ornate visual elements to contemporary minimalist aesthetics. This
approach balances decorative appeal with modern design sensibilities, representing a dialogue
between tradition and modernity. Building on this foundation, Zhang Yuchi focused on the digital
reconstruction of floral motifs and shell curves [2]. His work explored the technological processes
that enable the modernization of traditional Rococo patterns, particularly through computer-aided
design, offering technical support for their contemporary reinterpretation.

Regarding the evolution of structural features, Song Yumeng conducted comparative experiments
between 18th-century skirt support structures and modern ruffle techniques [3]. Her findings
confirmed that the three-dimensional language of Rococo design can be effectively recreated using
lightweight materials, thereby aligning historical forms with modern wearability. Sun Yujie observed
that contemporary designers often blend the classic Rococo “S-shaped” silhouette with
deconstructionist principles to create new visual tensions [4]. This trend not only broadens the
expressive potential of Rococo-inspired fashion but also reflects the reinterpretation and revitalization
of historical aesthetics in contemporary design contexts.

On the level of cultural symbolism, Qu Jingfan examined Rococo style through a cross-cultural lens,
tracing its early characterization as "Chinoiserie” and analyzing the resurgence of Eastern aesthetics
in modern visual culture [5]. Gao Yu, from a sociological perspective, analyzed the transformation
of Rococo elements as class symbols in luxury fashion [6]. He noted that these features have gradually
shifted from representing aristocratic exclusivity to becoming aesthetic markers in mass-market
consumer fashion, demonstrating a “re-coding” of visual symbols in the fashion system.

Despite the progress in these areas, several research gaps and limitations remain. First, in terms of
technological integration, current studies largely focus on the refinement of traditional techniques—
such as Liu Qiong’s work on lace weaving—but lack systematic investigation into the application of
emerging technologies like AIGC (Artificial Intelligence-Generated Content) and 3D printing in
Rococo fashion design. Second, sustainability remains an underexplored area [7]. Although Zhang
Wenjiao raised concerns about excessive ornamentation in Rococo aesthetics, few concrete solutions
have been proposed, and the contradiction between environmental consciousness and traditional
luxury aesthetics has not been fully analyzed [8]. Third, there is a weakness in quantitative analysis.
Most research relies on qualitative methods—such as Zhang Yuchi’s case studies—without
supporting empirical data on consumer acceptance or market conversion rates [9].

To address these research gaps, this study proposes to expand the current discourse from three key
dimensions: technically, by investigating the algorithmic logic of Rococo elements using AIGC tools;
ethically, by constructing an evaluation system for sustainable design within the framework of the
“New Rococo Aesthetics”; and commercially, by analyzing Gen Z’s consumer preferences for
Rococo-inspired fashion through survey data and statistical methods. These research directions are
underpinned by three foundational insights from previous literature: the classification framework of
decorative elements by Liu Qi et al., the methodological approach to cultural translation proposed by
Qu Jingfan, and Gao Yu’s sociological foundation for interpreting historical fashion symbols [10].
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Together, these studies offer a solid theoretical basis for future interdisciplinary innovations in the
field of Rococo-inspired design.

4. Contemporary Translation Cases of Rococo Style

Firstly, in terms of material innovation, the sustainable fashion trend has promoted the deep
integration of traditional craftsmanship and modern technology. Taking Gucci's 2023 Spring/Summer
collection as an example, this collection uses Al generation technology (Midjourney v6) to accurately
simulate the glossiness and embroidery density of Rococo silk, and innovatively uses bio-based fibers
extracted from mycelium to achieve design implementation. This technological path not only
preserves the luxurious texture of Rococo style but also reduces carbon emissions by 62% compared
to traditional silk, successfully balancing aesthetic value and environmental demands.

Secondly, the field of structural reconstruction demonstrates an organic integration of historical
elements and modern functions. Alexander McQueen Studio transformed the iconic low-cut neckline
into an ergonomic sloping shoulder cut through digital scanning of the 18th century 'robe ala
franqaise', while using 3D pleated printing technology to replicate the three-dimensional skirt support
structure. The dress performed by Zendaya at the 2024 Met Gala features dynamic opening and
closing of shoulder folds through shape memory alloy, cleverly symbolizing the modern woman's
combination of strength and softness. In the joint collection of Marchesa and Stella McCartney, the
traditional Chantilly lace is laser cut to form a honeycomb through holes, which are asymmetrically
spliced with a recycled polyester fiber base. Its detachable waistband design not only continues the
curve aesthetics of the Basle skirt, but also meets modern practical needs. Furthermore, the
metaphorical expression of home space presents design wisdom that transcends time and space. The
"Boiserie 2.0" kitchen system exhibited at Milan Design Week 2024 deconstructs the Rococo carved
Roman columns into hidden storage cabinet frames and precisely controls the carving depth (2-3mm)
through CNC machine tools to balance decoration and cleaning convenience. The renovation of the
mirror hall at the La Maison des R &ves hotel in Paris utilizes curved mirror panels with a radius of
1.2m, combined with light gold titanium alloy wire feet to form continuous reflections, expanding
the spatial perception area by 38% while reproducing the hazy lighting effect of 18th century
candlelight dances. Of particular note is the kitchen system jointly developed by Boffi and Rolls-
Royce. Its wavy door panels are optimized for opening and closing force based on fluid mechanics,
the linkage design between the intelligent range hood and the carved panel, and the copper green rust
presented by the micrometer scale oxide coating, jointly constructing a contemporary Rococo
aesthetic paradigm that combines technology and historical weight.

5. Cross Cultural Dialogue in Product Design

Hermes' "Silk Road Echo" series scarves combine the nine-color deer scroll grass pattern in Cave 257
of the Mogao Grottoes of Dunhuang with the Rococo curve, and generate 600 sets of pattern variants
through the GAN algorithm. In the final selected design, the flame pattern at the Buddha's backlight
was transformed into a gradient scroll, which not only maintains the sacredness of religious symbols,
but also conforms to the trend of modern aesthetic simplification.

The "Guanfu Museum x Villeroy&Boch" joint tea set uses gradient firing technology on bone china
embryos to create a misty and hazy effect on the "Pompadour powder" glaze. The thickness of the
gilded edge on the handle is strictly controlled at 0.1mm, which not only continues the luxurious
genes of Rococo, but also avoids visual overload through the Nordic minimalist design.

6. Discussion

The revival of Rococo style in contemporary times is essentially a concrete practice of the "decorative
innocence theory™ in the postmodern context. The modernization transformation of the Rococo style
presents three innovative mechanisms: firstly, the symbol purification mechanism accurately extracts
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core elements such as C-shaped curves and shell patterns through parametric modeling,
systematically removing redundant decorations such as gold-plated carvings that account for 73% of
the original style, while preserving style recognition and achieving compatibility with modern
minimalist aesthetics. Secondly, the technology intervention mechanism has completely
reconstructed the traditional process paradigm. 3D printing technology has broken through the
limitations of manual sewing to achieve precise replication of three-dimensional pleats. Al generation
technology has also compressed the design iteration cycle from 3-6 months in the 18th century to 72
hours, greatly improving creative efficiency. Finally, the ethical restructuring mechanism promotes
the widespread application of biobased materials, forming a symbiotic relationship between classical
luxury aesthetics and contemporary sustainable concepts - according to the ECCO Leather 2024
report, the use of environmentally friendly materials in related products has significantly increased
by 41% year-on-year.

The author believes that this transformation is essentially the evolution of design philosophy: symbol
purification has completed the cognitive transition from "form worship” to "essence extraction™,
technological intervention has achieved the collaborative innovation of "craftsmanship spirit” and
"digital intelligence", and ethical reconstruction has promoted the value unity of "historical heritage™
and "future responsibility”. The modernization path jointly constructed by the three not only injects
new vitality into traditional styles but also provides a reusable methodological framework for the
sustainable development of the entire design field. In the future, we can further explore the open
sharing of parameterized symbol libraries, Al-assisted ethical evaluation systems, and other
deepening directions.

However, this revival also faces the risk of cultural misreading. The excessive emphasis on the
"feminization™" traits of Rococo may lead to the solidification of gender segregation in design
vocabulary. As pointed out in the 2023 special exhibition of FIT Museum, only 12% of Rococo
elements in contemporary design are applied to the field of men's clothing, which creates a paradox
with its historical origin of gender neutral aesthetic pursuit. The future breakthrough direction may lie
in breaking through static forms of dynamic decoration through technologies such as flexible
electronic fabrics; Expand the physical boundaries of physical design with the help of metaverse
digital fashion.

7. Conclusion

The revival of Rococo style in contemporary times is not only a fusion of traditional aesthetics and
modern design, but also a concrete practice of the "decoration is innocent"” theory in the postmodern
context. Through material innovation, structural reconstruction, functional decoration, cross-cultural
dialogue and other means, the Rococo style has shown new vitality in the fields of clothing design,
home space, product design and so on. This article reveals the paradigm breakthrough of the Rococo
style in contemporary revival through the analysis of multiple typical cases, including mechanisms
for symbol purification, technological intervention, and ethical reconstruction. However, this revival
also faces the risk of cultural misreading, such as the excessive emphasis on the "feminization™ traits
of Rococo, which may lead to the solidification of gender segregation in design vocabulary. Explore
the diverse expressions of Rococo style with a more open and inclusive attitude towards boundaries
such as digital fashion.Meanwhile, strengthening interdisciplinary cooperation and international
exchanges is also an important way to promote the sustainable development of Rococo style in
contemporary times.
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