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Abstract. The principle of "unity of knowledge and action" is one of the important principles of 
ideological and political education in colleges and universities in the new era, which has deep 
historical origin and rigorous scientific connotation. The application of the principle of "unity of 
knowledge and action" in the ideological and political education of colleges and universities in the 
new era is conducive to realizing the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation; 
It is conducive to creating a new environment for the development of higher education. It will help 
train socialist builders and successors. In the new era, to learn and master the historical origin, 
scientific connotation and important value of the principle of "unity of knowledge and practice" in 
ideological and political education in colleges and universities needs to adhere to the socialist 
direction of running a school and create a good atmosphere of "unity of knowledge and practice"; It 
is necessary for teachers to firmly believe in Marxism and play the exemplary role of "unity of 
knowledge and practice". It is necessary for students to actively establish a high degree of 
consciousness and strive to be outstanding talents of "unity of knowledge and action". 

Keywords: New Era; Ideological and Political Education in Universities; Unity of Knowledge and 
Practice. 

1. Introduction 

"Ideological and political education is a complex process involving many factors, among which 
certain principles need to be followed" [1]206. The principle of "unity of knowledge and practice" in 
ideological and political education should be developed according to the development of society and 
the needs of human development. In the new era, the principle of "unity of knowledge and action" 
must be reasonably applied to the ideological and political education of colleges and universities in 
order to provide powerful talent resources for realizing the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation. Therefore, this article deeply analyzes the historical origin, scientific 
connotation, and value significance of the principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological 
and political education in universities in the new era, and proposes an effective path to apply the 
principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in universities in 
the new era, providing useful reference for the innovative development of ideological and political 
education. 

2. The Scientific Connotation of the Principle of "Unity of Knowledge and Practice" in 
Ideological and Political Education in Colleges and Universities in the New Era  

"Knowledge" and "action" are complementary and pointed out that "'Knowledge' is the foundation 
and prerequisite, while 'action' is the focus and key. It is necessary to promote 'action' with 
'knowledge' and 'action' to promote 'knowledge', achieving the unity of knowledge and action.”[2] 
We should systematically educate students' political views, ideological concepts, and moral norms, 
thereby transforming their thoughts, influencing their behavior, and promoting their thoughts and 
behavior to change and develop in the direction that meets the requirements of socialism, achieving 
consistency between their thoughts and behavior. Therefore, the connotation of the principle of "unity 
of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in colleges and universities in the 
new era can be discussed in detail from three points, one is political education, two is ideological 
education, and the third is moral education. 
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A.Political education 

It is particularly important for ideological work in universities to be at the forefront, especially in the 
context of the increasing interweaving of the overall strategy of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation in the new era and the unprecedented changes in the world. Ideological and political education 
in universities should closely revolve around the indoctrination of Marxist ideology, and provide 
theoretical and practical education to students with a purpose, plan, and organization, in order to form 
a certain political perspective Belief and political belief, ensuring that they become socialist 
newcomers with unified knowledge and action in politics. From the perspective of political education, 
the "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in universities in the new 
era is to take on the political responsibility of ideological work, do a good job in ideological work in 
the new era, combine knowledge and action, and solve fundamental problems such as the direction, 
stance, attitude, and belief of teachers and students. 

B. ideological education  

As the largest developing country in China, the essence of socialism determines that China's 
ideological and political education in universities is inevitably related to the basic principles of 
Marxism and a series of theoretical achievements in the process of sinicization and modernization of 
Marxism. Moreover, it is also related to the stamina of socialist development and even to the future 
and destiny of the country. From the perspective of ideological education, the "unity of knowledge 
and action" in the ideological and political education of universities in the new era refers to educating 
teachers and students to understand, learn, refine Marxist theory and the latest theoretical 
achievements of the sinicization and modernization of Marxism, form a correct worldview, outlook 
on life, and values, and externalize them into practice, apply them to life practice, and solve 
ideological and practical problems. 

C.moral education  

Youth is the future of our country and the hope of our nation. The development of young people is 
directly related to the fate of the Party, the country, and the nation. For a long time, there has been a 
prominent problem in Chinese universities, which is the phenomenon of inconsistent knowledge and 
behavior between educators and learners in terms of moral cognition and behavior. In terms of moral 
cognition, college students can have the ability to distinguish right from wrong through correct 
theoretical education, but in terms of moral behavior, they are highly susceptible to the influence of 
self-interest and extreme individualism.” Tao cannot sit down, virtue cannot talk. In the actual force, 
from the unity of knowledge and action efforts.” From the perspective of moral education, the "unity 
of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in universities in the new era is to 
teach teachers and students to grasp the internal connection between moral consciousness and moral 
behavior, independently practice socialist core values, internalize moral cultivation into personal 
moral qualities, and externalize it into actual moral behavior. 

3. The Value Implication of the Principle of "Unity of Knowledge and Action" in Ideological 
and Political Education in Colleges and Universities in the New Era 

In the face of the new talents needed by today's society, education in the new era pays more attention 
to the combination of education and social practice, advocates students to walk out of the "ivory 
tower", jump out of the "comfort zone", consciously adhere to the theory with practice, and increase 
their talents in practice. The principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political 
education is not only an important way for college students to arm their minds with great theories and 
promote the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation with great practice, but also an important way 
for colleges and universities to create a pragmatic, positive campus atmosphere, and cultivate socialist 
builders and successors of knowledge and practice. National rejuvenation, development of colleges 
and universities, and progress of students must attach great importance to the great role of applying 
the principle of "unity of knowledge and action" to the ideological and political education in colleges 
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and universities in the new era, and give full play to the important value of the principle of "unity of 
knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in colleges and universities. 

A.It is conducive to realizing the Chinese dream of great national rejuvenation 

To realize the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, we need to apply the 
principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in colleges and 
universities. Ideological and political education should rally the hearts of the Chinese dream of 
national rejuvenation and help realize the great dream of the Chinese nation. The new era is 
magnificent, and the new journey is magnificent. To realize the Chinese dream of the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is a great and arduous undertaking. It embodies the long-cherished 
wish and expectation of the Chinese nation and requires a group of outstanding people who unify 
their knowledge and practice to strive for it. Talent is a powerful and important strategic resource to 
realize national rejuvenation and national prosperity under the complex domestic and foreign 
background. As great causes enter a critical period, our thirst for great people is stronger than ever. 
This strong demand for talents requires colleges and universities to attach great importance to the 
ability training of combining talent theory with practice in the new era, teach students to achieve the 
unity of knowledge and action, and actively undertake the arduous task of realizing the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

The ideological and political education in colleges and universities undertakes an important mission 
in cultivating talents. Water the flowers and roots, educate people and cultivate the heart. Colleges 
and universities are the main position of socialist modernization power builders, the principle of 
"unity of knowledge and action" in the new era of ideological and political education in colleges and 
universities, can for the country, for society, for the people to cultivate a batch of unified doer, in 
order to achieve the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation to provide strong talent support, 
gathering power to realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

B.It is conducive to creating a new environment for the development of college education 

To create a good new environment for educational development in the new era, it is necessary to 
apply the principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in 
colleges and universities. The world is undergoing profound changes unseen in a century, and various 
social trends of thought collide violently. Application of ideological and political education in 
colleges and universities "unity of knowledge and action" principle, not only to pay special attention to 
the marxist ideology propaganda and education, actively promote the latest theory of adapting 
marxism into books, into the classroom, into the mind, make marxism in China take root, blossom 
and bear fruit, but also beneficial for colleges and universities to adhere to the leadership of the CPC, 
effectively integrate thoughts and actions into the decision-making and deployment of the Party 
Central Committee, and implement the core responsibility of building morality and cultivating people. 

Colleges and universities are the birthplace of new technology, new ideas and new culture, which 
undertake the important task of cultivating talents for the party and the country, and should make new 
contributions to cultivating new people to build a modern socialist country in an all-round way. The 
task of colleges and universities to train the talents in the socialist modernization construction is not 
empty talk, But to achieve the true unity of knowledge and action, Unswervingly adhere to the 
direction of running schools under socialism with Chinese characteristics, Adhere to the fundamental 
task of moral education, Consciously use the Party's scientific theories to guide their practice, 
Summing up the work experience in practice, Constantly improve the level of education, Strict school 
administration, education and research, Create a realistic and pragmatic wind, Truly cast the soul of 
the education, With excellent party style with the school style, the teacher style, promote the style of 
study, Create a new environment for educational development, For the country, the Party and the 
people, cultivate a batch of good young people of the new era who have ideals, dare to take 
responsibility, are able to bear hardships and are willing to struggle, We will run a socialist university 
with Chinese characteristics to the satisfaction of the Party and the people. 
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C.It is conducive to the training of socialist builders and successors 

To train socialist builders and successors, it is necessary to scientifically apply the principle of "unity 
of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in colleges and universities. Strong 
youth make a strong country. To value the youth is to value the future. Young people are in the golden 
stage of life development, and their thoughts and behaviors have a direct influence and effect on the 
development of China in the new era. "Dare to dream, have the courage to pursue dreams, and be 
diligent to realize dreams". By applying the principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in 
ideological and political education in universities, students' youth dreams can be effectively combined 
with the Chinese dream of national rejuvenation, allowing youth to bloom in the great practice of 
realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

The new era endows Chinese youth with the mission and task of realizing the great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation. Only by realizing their own responsibilities and missions, consciously practicing 
the core socialist values, drawing nourishment from the excellent traditional Chinese culture, and 
achieving the unity of knowledge and action, can young people more effectively shoulder the heavy 
responsibilities entrusted by the times. “Realizing the unity of knowledge and action is a fundamental 
requirement of ideological and political education.” [1] 214,In the new era and new journey of 
realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, the rational application of the principle of 
"unity of knowledge and action" in the ideological and political education of universities in the new 
era is conducive to enhancing the sense of responsibility, mission, and urgency of university students, 
and becoming the main force and vanguard of achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation; 
It is beneficial for college students to have a firm and complete political stance, ideological concepts, 
and moral qualities that conform to the socialist core values, and consciously integrate their own 
moral concepts and behaviors into the track of socialist moral requirements; It is conducive to the 
widespread absorption of excellent traditional Chinese culture by college students, allowing Chinese 
culture to showcase its permanent charm and contemporary charm on the land of China; It is 
beneficial for college students to adhere to the pragmatic concept of "practical work is essential", 
transform their ideals into actions, work hard, and create a better future through unremitting struggle. 

4. The Principle of "Unity of Knowledge and Action" in Ideological and Political Education 
in the New Era is Applied in Colleges and Universities 

Times change, social development, ideological and political education have undergone many changes 
in teaching concepts and educational methods. With the proposal of the educational concept of "unity 
of knowledge and action", universities and teachers are paying more attention to the cultivation of 
students' theoretical knowledge and practical abilities. The core of the "unity of knowledge and 
action" education and teaching concept is the organic combination of teaching content and life 
practice, reflecting the goals and requirements of socialist education, providing profound inspiration, 
and is of great significance for improving the ideological and political education work in universities 
in the new era. To this end, we need to deeply grasp the historical origins and scientific connotations 
of the principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in 
universities in the new era, deepen our understanding of the important role of the principle of "unity 
of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in universities in the new era, and lay 
an important theoretical foundation for proposing the application path of the principle of "unity of 
knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in universities in the new era. 

A.Colleges and universities adhere to the socialist direction of running schools and create a 
good atmosphere of "unity of knowledge and action" 

Cultivating people for the Party and cultivating talents for the country are the missions and tasks 
entrusted to universities in the new era. Universities should stand at the height of achieving the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, make efforts to maintain national ideological security and 
cultivate socialist builders and successors, adhere to the socialist direction of education, create an 
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academic atmosphere of "unity of knowledge and action", and eliminate the phenomenon of "two 
skins" in ideological and political education. 

Firstly, universities adhere to the socialist direction of education. As the cradle of talent cultivation, 
universities are in a special position and shoulder important tasks in adhering to and consolidating 
the guiding position of Marxism in the field of ideology. This requires that colleges and universities 
in the new era must unswervingly adhere to the original aspiration and mission of cultivating talents 
for the Party and for the country, and always adhere to the guiding position of Marxism in the process 
of running schools. 

Secondly, colleges and universities vigorously create a good atmosphere of "unity of knowledge and 
action". Education that deviates from practice is an empty preaching. In the process of improving the 
quality of talent training, colleges and universities should not only focus on theoretical education, but 
also strengthen practical education while strengthening theoretical education. The youth of the new 
era have grown up with the vigorous development of the internet. The rapid development of the 
internet has provided favorable conditions for the growth and success of our youth in the new era. At 
the same time, the internet has also become a channel for the spread of negative social trends such as 
extreme individualism and national nihilism, seriously affecting the political attitude, psychological 
development, and moral concepts of young people in the new era. It is far from enough for universities 
to rely on preaching in educating college students on political views, ideological concepts, and moral 
standards. Colleges and universities can combine some lively and interesting volunteer service 
activities of marxist theory, propaganda socialist theme, to better study and implement xi new era the 
ideas of socialism with Chinese characteristics, realize the theory of armed and practice education, 
create a good "unified" campus atmosphere. 

B.Teachers firmly believe in Marxism and play an exemplary role of "unity of knowledge and 
action" 

The high-quality development of the economy and society, as well as the realization of the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, cannot do without outstanding talents, and the cultivation of 
talents cannot do without the great role of teachers. Teachers in the new era should firmly believe in 
Marxism, update their minds in a timely manner according to the changes in the domestic and 
international situation, thoroughly implement and learn new ideas, new concepts, teach by words and 
examples, and guide students to become qualified new people in the era. 

First of all, college teachers must firmly believe in Marxism. As educators of students, it is crucial 
for university teachers to maintain a stable stance, have a clear sense of responsibility, and have a 
firm belief in cultivating talents with correct ideals, beliefs, and political direction. This is crucial for 
the quality of talent cultivation, the future of our country, and the hope of the nation. During the 
teaching process, university teachers fully utilize the educational function of ideological and political 
classrooms, focus on grasping the needs and development characteristics of students, consciously 
apply the positions, viewpoints, and methods of Marxist basic principles to design teaching content, 
optimize course content, increase classroom interest, and innovate educational methods and methods. 

Secondly, college teachers play an exemplary and leading role of "unity of knowledge and action". 
University teachers bear the important responsibility of shaping new people in the times. They should 
have a high sense of integrity, upright conduct, and profound knowledge. They should take the lead 
in setting an example and teaching by example with a highly responsible attitude, and in the life and 
work with good words and deeds imperceptibly edify college students. College teachers are not only 
the model leader of "unity of knowledge and action", but also the first person responsible for 
cultivating new people in the era of "unity of knowledge and action". University teachers should lead 
by example, lead college students out of books, deepen their theoretical knowledge learning in diverse 
practical activities, and stimulate positive and enthusiastic emotions, shifting from passive 
indoctrination to active learning. 



 

415 

C. Students firmly establish a high degree of consciousness, and strive to be a people of "unity 
of knowledge and action" 

"Struggle is the most beautiful background color of youth, and action is the most effective hone for 
youth". Every college student should establish a high degree of consciousness, organically combining 
"reading thousands of books" with "traveling thousands of miles", not only increasing knowledge and 
character through books, but also cultivating talent and skills through practice. They should down-to-
earth compose the "trilogy" of promoting action with knowledge, seeking knowledge through action, 
and unifying knowledge with action, and actively strive to be the socialist builder and successor of 
the unity of knowledge and action. 

Firstly, college students should actively establish a high level of ideological consciousness. 
“Knowledge comes from practice, and practice demonstrates knowledge. Practice is the standard of 
testing knowledge. Only through practice can we test the correctness and truth of 
knowledge.”[4]Marxism believes that practice determines cognition, and cognition has a 
counterproductive effect on practice.” Marxist theoretical education can play a crucial role in the 
growth and development of college students, effectively guiding them to establish correct values and 
ideal beliefs.”[5]Therefore, in the new era, college students, as the main force in building a modern 
strong country, shoulder the mission of making the country rich and strong. We must consciously 
study Marxist theory and apply it to practice. 

Secondly, college students should actively establish a high degree of action consciousness. Saying is 
equivalent to doing, doing is equivalent to doing well, which is a manifestation of coping work that 
keeps actions in the mouth. It's better to take action than to dream ten thousand times. Understanding 
the truth of things is simple, but the difficulty is to put it into action and persist until the end. To strive 
for excellence in the unity of knowledge and action, one must not be afraid of hardships and 
difficulties, and achieve consistency between cognition and behavior. In the new era, college students 
are not only simply learning theoretical knowledge, but also consciously combining with reality, 
achieving the unity of theory and practice, mastering theory in practice, guiding practice with theory, 
and effectively improving practical and cognitive abilities, achieving the best in every job. 

5. Epilogue 

The content of ideological and political education in colleges and universities in the new era should 
give consideration to both theory as well as practicality. In the new era, the application of the principle 
of "unity of knowledge and action" in ideological and political education in universities can better 
improve the practical level of ideological and political education, strengthen the theoretical 
indoctrination ability of ideological and political education, meet the basic needs of ideological and 
political education, and cultivate socialist builders and successors with comprehensive development 
of morality and talent; Create a new environment for educational development that is seeking truth 
and pragmatism; Realizing the grand dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The 
principle of "unity of knowledge and action" in the scientific application of ideological and political 
education in universities in the new era requires universities to run socialist universities with Chinese 
characteristics that are satisfactory to the Party and the people; We need teachers to teach and educate 
people, set an example, firmly adhere to Marxist beliefs, and cultivate new people in the era of unity 
of knowledge and action; It is necessary for college students to establish a high level of ideological 
and behavioral consciousness, and achieve consistency between their thoughts and actions. 

References 

[1] Deng Yong Yan. Principles of Ideological and Political Education (second edition) [M]. Beijing: Higher Education 
Department, 2018. 

[2] The Literature Research Office of the CPC Central Committee. Xi Jinping's discussion on the Party's mass line 
education and practice activities excerpts [M]. Beijing: Central Academic Press, 2014:39. 



 

416 

[3] The Literature Research Office of the CPC Central Committee. Excerpt from Xi Jinping's discussion on the work of 
the Youth People and the Communist Youth League [M]. Beijing: Central Academic Press, 2017:15. 

[4] Liu Meidan, Liu Yingqiu. The Contemporary Enlightenment of the Thought of "Unity of Knowledge and Action" 
in "Practice Theory" on Moral Education in Universities [J]. Journal of Mudanjiang University, 2023,32 (09): 96-
102. 

[5] Gao Wenmiao. Research on the Role of Marxist Theory Education in the Education of Ideals and Beliefs for College 
Students [J]. Journal of Jilin Provincial Institute of Education (Later), 2012,28 (08): 22-24. 

 

 


