WEP International Journal of Social Sciences and Public Administration
[ Warwick ]

ISSN: 3005-9836 (Print), ISSN: 3005-9585 (Online) | Volume 4, Number 1, Year 2024
DOI: https://doi.org/10.62051/ijsspa.v4n1.60

Journal homepage: https://wepub.org/index.php/IJSSPA/index

Research on the Chinese Characteristics of Chinese Path to
Modernization

Zhonglin Yang

School of Marxism, Beihang University, Beijing, China

ABSTRACT

Chinese path to modernization is a great initiative of China, a great creation of the CPC and the
Chinese people, and a grand vision of "governance of China". Based on the reality of the new era
and new journey, this paper takes the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization as
the research object, uses Marxist modernization theory, clarifies the theoretical basis and practical
basis of the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization, summarizes and summarizes
the main contents and basic characteristics of the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to
modernization, puts forward corresponding practical requirements in combination with various
Chinese characteristics, and explores and ponders the significance of Chinese characteristics in the
process of world modernization.
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1. RESEARCH BACKGROUND

Chinese path to modernization is the product of the organic combination of the universal laws of
modernization and China's special national conditions. It shows distinctive Chinese characteristics on
the basis of following the laws of world modernization.

Western countries took the lead in initiating the modernization process, creating industrial civilization,
promoting the great development of social productivity, and driving the overall development of world
modernization. The achievements of modernization construction in Western countries have attracted
a large number of latecomer countries to follow, thus forming a development trend of spreading to
other countries around the world with Western first mover countries as the core. In the process of
modernization, Western countries have recklessly colonized and plundered other backward countries
in order to seek greater benefits, and China has also suffered heavy disasters. China was forced to
embark on the path of modernization exploration in order to overcome the embarrassing situation of
"national difficulties, national humiliation, and civilization dust". The birth of the CPC has changed
the situation of passive modernization, provided the backbone for China's modernization and
continued to promote China's development.

In the practice of promoting and expanding modernization, we should grasp the common
characteristics of modernization and more accurately grasp the Chinese characteristics of Chinese
path to modernization. This paper attempts to make a comprehensive and systematic summary of the
Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization, in order to help promote and expand
Chinese path to modernization.
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2. RESEARCH PROGRESS ON CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS OF
CHINESE PATH TO MODERNIZATION

Chinese path to modernization is a modernization led by the CPC, rooted in China's national
conditions, a modernization that shows the new prospect of modernization, and vividly shows the
distinctive characteristics of China's modernization. The five Chinese characteristics of Chinese path
to modernization have also aroused widespread concern in the academic community about this
important point of view. At present, the academic circles have carried out extensive discussions on
Chinese path to modernization, providing a reference and research basis for its systematic research.
Wang Birui and others believe that the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization are
rooted in the fertile soil of Chinese civilization, and it is a comprehensive grasp and rich development
of Marxist modernization theory, ancient Chinese economic thought and the law of modernization
construction of the CPC. Wu Aijun believes that the development of Chinese path to modernization
with Chinese characteristics under the guidance of Marxist theories such as the law of human society
development and Marxist thought on world history has rich theoretical implications. Li Shumei and
others believed that Chinese path to modernization with Chinese characteristics meets the needs of
social development, has a vivid practical logic, is the need to achieve common prosperity, is the need
to improve the overall efficiency of modernization, is the need to adhere to independence. Liu Gang
and others believe that the excellent traditional Chinese culture has laid a solid cultural foundation
for Chinese path to modernization, and the ideas of "what is common" and "people are the foundation
of the state" have provided rich nourishment for the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to
modernization. Li Zheng and others believed that the relevant economic theories of Marxism laid a
theoretical foundation for Chinese path to modernization, and the practical exploration of
modernization led by the Party and the people since the reform and opening up laid a practical
foundation for Chinese path to modernization. Zhang Shuhuan and others believe that Chinese path
to modernization has a distinct party logic. The CPC keeps its original mission in mind, promotes the
deepening development of Chinese path to modernization, leads the new democratic revolution to
provide basic conditions for China's modernization, and promotes the formation and development of
Chinese path to modernization in governance. Ma Junfeng and others believed that the Chinese
characteristics of Chinese path to modernization is the logical necessity of "four dimensions in one",
the Marxist modernization theory, the CPC's conscious exploration and continuous pursuit, the
realistic needs of national rejuvenation, and the great achievements of the CPC in forging ahead.
These four dimensions together promoted the proposition of Chinese path to modernization with
Chinese characteristics. The main content and basic characteristics of Chinese path to modernization
with Chinese characteristics are that the huge population is the foundation of Chinese path to
modernization and the most distinctive feature of Chinese path to modernization. He pointed out that
China's total population has reached its peak, and there is a dynamic development trend in several
dimensions such as structure, quality, and space. Han Qingxiang and others defined the huge
population size as "realistic logic", whose natural predisposition laid a realistic foundation for
Chinese path to modernization, and pointed out the development advantages of the huge population
size from the perspectives of rich human resources and huge market demand. Starting from profound
connotations, theoretical innovations, and contemporary values, Sun Yixin comprehensively
expounds the important feature of "modernization for common prosperity of all people". He believes
that the "modernization of common prosperity for all people" contains the fundamental position,
essential requirements and objectives of Chinese path to modernization. Shi Wei criticized the
materialism of Western style modernization and its spiritual tragedy. She clearly pointed out that the
basic viewpoint of materialist conception of history laid the foundation for "coordinating material
civilization and spiritual civilization" is based on the Marxist theory of comprehensive development,
and the fundamental task of the Party and the state in different historical stages is its practical
foundation. It is necessary to promote the coordinated development of material civilization and
spiritual civilization in the process of deepening the new form of human civilization. Li Yujiu and

504



others believe that it is necessary to dialectically handle the relationship between promoting the
comprehensive enrichment of things, widely practicing socialist core values, and promoting the
comprehensive development of socialist people, in order to achieve balanced development. Shi
Jianxun and others believe that achieving modernization that harmonizes material and spiritual
civilization requires drawing lessons from the lack of coordination between the "two civilizations" of
capitalist countries, overcoming the drawbacks of rampant materialism and moral decay, and
surpassing Western style modernization in the deepening of the coordinated development of the "two
civilizations" in China's practice. Yin Wenming believed that the process of Chinese path to
modernization created preconditions and material basis for peaceful development, and pointed out
the practical logic of Chinese style peaceful development from the individual level, social level,
national level and natural ecological level, so as to promote the development of world peace. Li Aihua
believes that the peaceful development of Chinese path to modernization promotes the cause of
peaceful development in the practical process of properly responding to the "new hegemonism" of
the United States, establishing a new security concept, and establishing various "partnerships", and
elucidates the characteristics of peaceful development of Chinese path to modernization in such
measures as maintaining world peace, developing oneself through peaceful means, promoting world
peace and development through China, and promoting the building of a "harmonious world". Liu
Shuyang and others believe that the leadership of the CPC is the background of Chinese path to
modernization. Kang Fengyun and others believed that Chinese path to modernization has both the
universality and particularity of the development law, the peace and compression of the development
process, and the comprehensiveness and synchronization of the development field. Through combing
the existing research literature, it can be found that at present, the academic circles have been
relatively rich in the description and research of Chinese path to modernization, but the research on
the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization is not deep enough, and there are
deficiencies. It is mainly manifested in the following aspects: First, it failed to explain the content
and structure of Chinese path to modernization with Chinese characteristics in theory, and lacked in-
depth theoretical analysis of the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization; Second,
the academic community lacks the necessary summary of the research on the Chinese characteristics
of Chinese path to modernization; Third, in previous studies, the Chinese characteristics of Chinese
path to modernization were mostly studied from the perspective of economy, culture, ecology, etc.,
lacking systematic and holistic research.

3. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHINESE PATH TO MODERNIZATION WITH
CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS

3.1. Theoretical Significance

The Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization are vivid expressions of the important
theories of Marx and Engels on modernization, Lenin's important thoughts on building socialist
modernization, the theoretical contributions of CPC people to modernization, and the cultural heritage
inherent in Chinese excellent traditional culture in the new era. By systematically summarizing and
summing up the logical basis, main contents and basic characteristics of Chinese path to
modernization with Chinese characteristics, we will continue to deepen our understanding of the
Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization and build a theoretical framework with
Chinese characteristics. In the current theoretical circle, there are still deficiencies in the specialized
research on the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization. The expression of the
Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization is the latest interpretation of the sinicization
of Marxist modernization theory based on the world situation, national conditions and the Party's
situation, which not only develops the CPC people's thoughts on modernization, but also deepens the
sinicization of Marxist modernization theory. Through a more systematic and in-depth exposition of
the generation logic, main contents, basic characteristics, practical orientation and value implications
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of the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization, a panoramic understanding of the
Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization is formed. At the same time, the in-depth
study of the world significance of Chinese path to modernization with Chinese characteristics has
deepened the understanding of the development law of human civilization, broadened the research
horizon, and provided a new perspective for research.

3.2. Practical Significance

The important exposition of Chinese path to modernization with Chinese characteristics scientifically
and comprehensively answers basic questions such as the distinctive Chinese characteristics of
Chinese path to modernization, which is different from other countries' modernization, provides a
guide to action for China to take a good path of peaceful development, provides a direction for
achieving common prosperity for all people, and provides a practical strategy for coping with the
complex and changing international environment.

4. PRACTICAL REQUIREMENTS OF CHINESE PATH TO
MODERNIZATION WITH CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS

The Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization adhere to the logic of people first, break
away from the swamp of alienation, correct the logic of capital, and realize the transcendence and
development of the previous modernization model. In the new era and new journey, to highlight the
Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to modernization, we should accurately grasp the national
characteristics, value characteristics, development characteristics, ecological characteristics, and
peace characteristics corresponding to the five characteristics, break the discourse monopoly of the
western modernization model, and highlight the superiority of the Chinese path to modernization
model. The huge population size is the realistic condition of Chinese path to modernization, which
determines the difficulty and complexity of China's modernization construction. Therefore, it is
necessary to formulate a scientific modernization strategy based on the characteristics of population
size, leverage population advantages, and embark on a new journey of socialist modernization.
Common prosperity is the essential feature of Chinese path to modernization, the value orientation of
China's modernization construction, and the good pursuit of all previous leaders in governing the
country. In the process of implementing the value characteristics of Chinese path to modernization,
we should focus on promoting common prosperity from the distribution system and improving
people's livelihood. Chinese path to modernization is the modernization of material civilization and
spiritual civilization in harmony. This important feature avoids the risk of one-way development of
people in western countries, corrects the spiritual woes of the western modernization model, and
opens up a new modernization path of coordinated development of material civilization and spiritual
civilization. Chinese path to modernization is a kind of modernization in which people and nature
coexist in harmony. It skillfully breaks the zero sum game between economic development and
environmental protection, opens up a new way of modernization in which "green waters and green
mountains" and "golden mountains and silver mountains" coexist, and demonstrates the high self-
awareness and great creativity of the Party and the country in actively solving ecological problems.
Peaceful development is a prominent feature of Chinese path to modernization, and its appearance
has a profound logical basis: the guidance of the Marxist world peace view, the unremitting pursuit
of the CPC, and the cultural heritage of the Chinese nation advocating peace constitute its theoretical
basis; The challenges faced in the process of modernization, such as the threats of hegemonism and
terrorism, international competition, and anti globalization trends, provide a practical foundation for
it. To implement the peaceful characteristics of Chinese path to modernization, we must unswervingly
be the defender and promoter of world peace and development, and promote the realization of the
world dream of common prosperity with a correct view of justice and interests.
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5. CONCLUSION

Chinese path to modernization is a new kind of human civilization, which shows a new picture of the
development of world civilization and promotes the overall development of world modernization.
The history of the CPC's exploration of modernization is a century long history of struggle, which
demonstrates the high sense of responsibility of the CPC in shouldering the historical mission of
national rejuvenation. The modernization path of the CPC is different from the western tandem
development path. Following the parallel development logic, it has realized the leap forward
development of Chinese path to modernization, broken through the discourse hegemony of western
modernization, realized the Chinese narrative of modernization, and demonstrated the Chinese style
and Chinese style of modernization.
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