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ABSTRACT 

To investigate the application and effect of intermittent fasting (IF) in promoting health, reducing 
body weight, reducing inflammation and improving metabolic health. As a dietary intervention, IF 
affects the metabolic and endocrine responses of the body by limiting the time of food intake. 
Different types of IF such as time-limited fasting (TRF), alternate day fasting (ADF) and periodic 
fasting (PF) are discussed, as well as their respective biological mechanisms. Emphasis was placed 
on the analysis of the effect of IF on reducing the level of inflammation in the body, especially its role 
in reducing inflammatory markers such as C-reactive protein and tumor necrosis factor-α. At the 
same time, the application cases of IF in fat reduction and cardiovascular health improvement were 
also reviewed. Although current research shows the positive effects of IF in many ways, more 
research is needed on its long-term effects, individual differences and safety. As a multi-faceted 
dietary intervention strategy, intermittent fasting's application potential in modern public health 
management deserves further exploration. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

With the increasing incidence of chronic diseases worldwide, finding effective interventions has 

become an important topic in the field of public health. IntermittentFasting (IF), as a new dietary 

intervention mode, has attracted more and more researchers' attention. IF refers to a periodic eating 

pattern, which aims to improve one's health by restricting food intake for a specific period of time. 

Studies have shown that IF is not only effective in weight control, but it may also play a role in 

reducing inflammation and improving cardiovascular health. 

As a common feature and pathological basis of multiple chronic diseases, the control and management 

of inflammation is essential to reduce the incidence and severity of these diseases. Intermittent fasting 

may reduce the body's inflammatory response through a variety of mechanisms, including regulating 

hormone balance, affecting immune cell function, and reducing oxidative stress. Therefore, a deeper 

understanding of the relationship between IF and inflammation could not only provide new insights 

into the management of chronic diseases, but may also provide new strategies for clinical treatment. 

This paper aims to synthesize existing research results, explore the potential mechanism of 

intermittent fasting in controlling inflammation, review relevant experimental and clinical studies, 

discuss the applicability of intermittent fasting in different populations and its long-term effects and 

safety, and make suggestions for future research directions. 

https://doi.org/10.62051/ijphmr.v1n3.02
https://wepub.org/index.php/IJPHMR/index
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2. TYPES AND MECHANISMS OF INTERMITTENT FASTING 

Intermittent Fasting (IF), as a way of regulating diet through regular food intake restriction, aims to 

improve health and reduce the burden of disease. Different forms of IF vary in duration and frequency, 

and mainly include Time-Restricted Feeding (TRF), Alternate-Day Fasting (ADF) and Periodic 

Fasting (PF). 

 

Figure 1. Changes in blood glucose and ketone body levels under different dietary patterns 

TRF usually refers to eating within a specific time window each day, such as an 8-hour eating window 

paired with a 16-hour fasting period; ADF is alternating days of fasting and days of normal eating, 

when very low calorie intake is usually restricted; And PF is total or partial fasting for several 

consecutive days within a specified cycle. 

These different types of IF methods have something in common in stimulating the body's 

physiological response to hunger. When entering a fasting state, the body begins to draw on stored 

energy sources, such as glycogen in the liver and body fat reserves, which activates a range of 

metabolic pathways. Studies have shown that IF can induce autophagy, a cellular cleaning process 

that helps remove damaged organelles and proteins, and thus may be beneficial in preventing a variety 

of diseases. 

Changes in hormone levels during the IF process are critical for its biological effects. For example, 

reduced insulin levels help improve insulin sensitivity, which is particularly important in diabetes 

prevention and management. Studies have also found that IF can affect hormones such as leptin and 

adiponectin, which are involved in regulating energy metabolism, inflammatory response and 

immune function. By reducing oxidative stress and systemic inflammation and improving metabolic 

health, IF indirectly affects the body's resistance to a variety of chronic diseases. 

It is important to note that the implementation of IF should be tailored to an individual's health status, 

lifestyle and nutritional needs. Some clinical studies suggest that IF may not be optimal for certain 

populations such as pregnant women, children, people with diabetes, and people with certain chronic 

conditions, or may need to be performed under the guidance of a medical professional. In addition, 

research on IF is still ongoing, and although current evidence shows its potential to reduce 

inflammation, further research is needed on the long-term effects and safety of different modes of IF 

in different populations [1, 2]. 
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3. THE LINK BETWEEN INTERMITTENT FASTING AND REDUCED 
INFLAMMATION 

Intermittent fasting (IF) as a lifestyle adjustment has shown significant potential in recent years to 

reduce inflammation in the body. Inflammation underlies a variety of chronic diseases, such as 

cardiovascular disease, diabetes, obesity, and certain cancers. Since these diseases represent a 

significant burden on global public health, it is important to effectively control inflammation. IF 

directly or indirectly affects inflammation-related pathways by regulating the body's metabolic and 

endocrine responses. 

Studies have found that IF reduces levels of biomarkers associated with inflammation, such as C-

reactive protein (CRP) and tumor necrosis factor-α (TNF-α), as well as other cytokines associated 

with inflammation. These reductions are often associated with weight loss, improved insulin 

sensitivity, and reduced oxidative stress. IF reduces inflammatory cell infiltration in adipose tissue 

by altering energy metabolism, which in turn reduces the release of pro-inflammatory factors. In 

addition, intermittent fasting may indirectly modulate the response of the immune system by affecting 

the composition and function of the gut flora, as gut microbes interact with the host immune system 

to profoundly influence the inflammatory state of the body. 

Mechanically, intermittent fasting activates pathways related to cellular stress responses, such as 

autophagy and increased expression of heat shock proteins, which are thought to play a role in 

suppressing inflammation. In this way, intermittent fasting may help to clear out damaged cellular 

components and avoid them inducing an inflammatory response. In addition, some studies have 

suggested that IF can increase the activity of antioxidant defense mechanisms, such as increasing 

glutathione levels, thereby reducing oxidative stress, which is an important driver of chronic 

inflammation [3].[3] 

Specific to clinical studies, the potential of intermittent fasting in reducing inflammation has been 

demonstrated through different experimental models. For example, one study showed that alternate-

day fasting was able to reduce the development of atherosclerosis in animal models, in part by 

reducing inflammation in blood vessels. In human studies, significant improvements in levels of 

inflammatory biomarkers have been observed in individuals who practice intermittent fasting, 

especially in people with obesity and metabolic syndrome. 

Overall, the potential of intermittent fasting as an intervention to reduce inflammation has been 

demonstrated in clinical and experimental studies. However, further research and exploration is 

needed on its long-term effects and effects in different populations. 

4. THE AUXILIARY EFFECT OF INTERMITTENT FASTING ON FAT LOSS 

Intermittent fasting (IF), as a popular dietary intervention method, has not only shown positive effects 

on weight control, but also shown potential advantages in assisting fat loss. By limiting the feeding 

window, IF can lead to a reduction in total energy intake, which in turn contributes to the reduction 

of body fat. However, its effect on fat loss is not limited to the reduction of caloric intake, but also 

includes a series of complex metabolic regulation processes. 

With the intervention of IF, the body gradually switches from relying on glucose as its main energy 

source to using more fatty acids as an energy source. In this process, stored fat in the adipose tissue 

is broken down and the resulting free fatty acids are transported to the liver and converted into ketone 

bodies, which are then utilized by various parts of the body. During IF, elevated levels of ketone 

bodies in the blood are considered a sign that the body has entered a fat-burning state. This altered 

metabolic state not only promotes the breakdown of fat, but may also be beneficial in improving the 

body's sensitivity to insulin, which has important implications for reducing fat accumulation and 

preventing obesity [4].[4] 
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In addition to directly promoting lipolysis, IF also affects the metabolism of adipose tissue by 

regulating hormone levels. For example, studies have found that IF can reduce insulin levels and 

increase leptin sensitivity, which helps improve the metabolic state of adipose tissue and reduces the 

production of inflammatory factors. In addition, IF has been observed to influence the composition 

of the gut microbiota, and changes in the gut microbiota are strongly associated with obesity and 

metabolic health [5].[5] 

In fact, the effect of IF on fat loss may vary in different individuals. Studies have shown that IF can 

in some cases provide more lasting and significant fat loss than continuous caloric restriction, 

especially among individuals who have difficulty sticking to traditional diets for long periods of time. 

However, there are also studies that indicate that in some populations, IF may not be more effective 

than traditional continuous caloric restriction, suggesting the importance of individual differences in 

the effect of IF on fat loss. 

Nevertheless, more clinical trials and studies are needed to further explore and validate the long-term 

fat loss effects and safety of intermittent fasting in different populations. To sum up, intermittent 

fasting, as a means of fat loss, has become a hot spot of research and application due to its unique 

metabolic regulation mechanism and adaptability to different individuals. 

5. CASE STUDY AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION 

Intermittent fasting (IF) as a dietary intervention has shown its potential in the treatment and 

management of different health problems in multiple case studies. The variety and flexibility of IF in 

real-world applications, from clinical treatments to lifestyle changes, makes it an area worth exploring. 

In these studies and case studies, it can be seen that IF is used not only for weight loss and improving 

metabolic health, but also to improve cardiovascular health, regulate the immune system, and 

potentially prevent certain chronic diseases. 

One striking case study was one in which pre-diabetic patients significantly improved their blood 

sugar levels and insulin sensitivity by implementing IF. These patients not only lost weight after 

implementing alternate day fasting (ADF), but also saw improvements in both fasting blood sugar 

and postprandial blood sugar levels. This intervention provides a non-pharmacological treatment 

option for people with prediabetes that can help delay or prevent the development of diabetes [6, 7]. 

Another example is a study of cardiovascular health in which patients experienced improvements in 

cardiovascular risk factors after implementing IF. For example, one study in patients with high blood 

pressure found a significant reduction in blood pressure by implementing IF, and this effect was even 

more pronounced when combined with lifestyle improvements such as increased physical activity 

and reduced sodium intake [2].[2] 

In other studies, IF has been used to explore its effects on autoimmune diseases and chronic 

inflammatory diseases. Some case reports have shown significant improvements in the levels of 

inflammatory markers in patients who implement IF, such as patients with rheumatoid arthritis and 

inflammatory bowel disease who experience reduced symptoms and improved quality of life after 

implementing IF [1, 7, 8]. 

In real-world applications, the flexibility of IF is also demonstrated by the fact that it can be adopted 

by people of different ages, genders, and health conditions. Middle-aged and elderly people use IF to 

lose weight and improve body composition, and adolescents use IF to manage obesity and prevent 

related health problems. However, it is important to note that it is very important to consider 

individual differences and health conditions before implementing IF. Especially for special groups, 

such as pregnant women, individuals with chronic conditions, or those taking specific medications, it 

may not be safe to implement IF without the supervision of a medical professional [9-13]. 
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Through these cases and studies, it can be seen that IF has a wide range of application potential in the 

medical and health field. This intervention method can be used not only as a lifestyle adjustment, but 

also as part of clinical treatment to provide a complementary or alternative approach to traditional 

treatments. 

6. DISCUSSION AND FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTION 

Intermittent fasting (IF), as a health promotion strategy, has achieved certain results in research and 

practice, but there are still many problems worth exploring and studying. Current studies mainly focus 

on the short-term effects on weight and metabolic health, while more in-depth studies are needed on 

the long-term effects, individual differences, safety and sustainability of IF [14-16]. 

First, in future studies, it will be crucial to explore the adaptation and effect variations of IF in 

different populations. The current results show that the effects of IF vary significantly between 

individuals and may be influenced by factors such as genetics, lifestyle, and health status. Therefore, 

conducting long-term studies in specific populations (e.g., people with diabetes, cardiovascular 

disease, etc.) will help to more accurately assess the health benefits and potential risks of IF. 

Second, the safety and long-term effects of IF still need to be further validated through long-term 

clinical trials and large-scale population studies. Especially for special groups such as pregnant 

women, the elderly and children, the applicability and safety of IF should be carefully considered. In 

addition, it is also important to pay attention to the psychosocial effects of IF, such as its impact on 

eating behaviour, quality of life and mental health. 

Finally, a deeper understanding of how IF works at a mechanistic level will be key for future research. 

At present, the specific biological mechanism of IF affecting human health is not completely clear, 

and future research needs to focus on the in-depth study of metabolism, endocrine, cell biology and 

other aspects. In addition, it is also an important direction for future research to study how IF regulates 

body state by affecting intestinal flora. 

To sum up, intermittent fasting as an emerging health intervention mode, its long-term effect, safety 

and individual adaptation research will be a key area in the future. Through multi-disciplinary and 

multi-angle research, we can better understand the role and potential of IF in health management and 

provide more scientific and comprehensive guidance for public health. 

7. CONCLUSIONS 

This review shows the potential and multifaceted nature of IF in health promotion through a 

comprehensive analysis of studies on intermittent fasting (IF) in terms of weight loss, reduction of 

inflammation, and improvement of metabolic health. As a lifestyle adjustment, IF can help improve 

weight management, regulate metabolic health, and reduce inflammation levels by periodically 

restricting food intake, and may play a positive role in the prevention and management of chronic 

diseases such as cardiovascular disease and diabetes. In many case studies, IF has been observed to 

improve glycemic control, lower blood pressure, reduce body fat, and in some cases improve levels 

of inflammatory markers [17-20]. 

However, while IF has demonstrated positive health benefits on multiple fronts, its long-term effects, 

individual differences, safety, and applicability still require further study. Especially for special 

groups (such as pregnant women, children, and patients with specific chronic conditions), more safety 

assessments are needed before implementing IF. Future studies need to focus more on the long-term 

effects of IF, individual adaptation, and synergies with different lifestyles and diets. 
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Intermittent fasting, as a flexible and varied dietary intervention, is of great significance for improving 

public health in modern society. As more scientific evidence accumulates, IF may provide new 

strategies for individual health management and chronic disease prevention. 
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