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ABSTRACT 

Real-time anomaly detection in smart grid networks is critical for ensuring the reliability and security
of energy distribution systems. Traditional methods often struggle with the complexity and volume
of data generated by these networks. This paper presents a novel deep learning-based approach
that integrates Cross-Domain Generalization (CDG) and Multi-Task Learning (MTL) to enhance the
detection of anomalies in smart grid data. By leveraging diverse datasets and iterative learning
techniques, our method improves model robustness and generalization. Experimental results
demonstrate significant improvements over baseline methods, showcasing the effectiveness of our
approach. We provide comprehensive evaluations and discuss the broader implications for anomaly
detection in industrial applications. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: 

The transition to smart grid networks represents a significant evolution in how energy is generated, 
distributed, and consumed. These networks incorporate advanced metering infrastructure, renewable 
energy sources, and real-time monitoring systems to improve efficiency and reliability [1, 2]. 
However, the complexity and dynamic nature of smart grids introduce new challenges, particularly 
in the realm of anomaly detection. Effective anomaly detection is crucial for identifying and 
mitigating issues such as equipment failures, cyber-attacks, and inefficiencies that can disrupt energy 
supply and compromise grid security [3, 4]. 

Traditional anomaly detection methods in smart grids, such as rule-based systems and statistical 
techniques, often fall short due to their inability to handle the high volume and velocity of data 
generated by modern smart grids [5, 6]. These methods typically require extensive manual tuning and 
are not well-suited for adapting to evolving grid conditions [7]. To address these limitations, there is 
a growing interest in applying deep learning techniques, which have demonstrated remarkable success 
in various fields, including image recognition, natural language processing, and time-series analysis 
[8, 9]. 

This paper introduces a novel deep learning approach for real-time anomaly detection in smart grid 
networks. Our method leverages Cross-Domain Generalization (CDG) and Multi-Task Learning 
(MTL) to effectively capture the complex patterns inherent in smart grid data [10, 11]. CDG involves 
augmenting our primary dataset with data from other domains to enhance model generalization, while 
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MTL simultaneously trains the model on multiple tasks to improve its robustness and adaptability 
[12, 13]. Notably, our approach draws inspiration from the methodologies used in lithium battery 
defect detection [74], which highlight the benefits of CDG and MTL in overcoming data scarcity and 
enhancing model performance. 

To further enhance the robustness and accuracy of our approach, we integrate real-time data 
preprocessing techniques and adaptive thresholding mechanisms. Real-time data preprocessing 
ensures that the input data is cleaned, normalized, and formatted appropriately for analysis, while 
adaptive thresholding dynamically adjusts the detection thresholds based on the statistical properties 
of the data stream [14, 15]. This combination allows our model to maintain high detection 
performance even in the presence of noise and non-stationary data patterns [16]. 

2. RELATED WORK 

A. Anomaly Detection in Smart Grids Anomaly detection in smart grids has been extensively 
studied due to its critical importance in maintaining grid stability and security. Traditional approaches, 
such as rule-based systems and statistical anomaly detection methods, have been widely used [17, 
18]. Rule-based systems rely on predefined rules and thresholds to identify deviations from normal 
behavior, but they often struggle with the complexity and variability of modern smart grid data [19]. 
Statistical methods, including control charts and probabilistic models, offer more flexibility but still 
require significant manual tuning and are limited in their ability to adapt to changing conditions [20]. 

Recent advancements in machine learning have opened new avenues for anomaly detection in smart 
grids. Support Vector Machines (SVMs) and k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN) have been applied to detect 
anomalies based on learned patterns from historical data [21, 22]. While these methods improve 
detection accuracy, they often suffer from high computational complexity and limited scalability 
when applied to large-scale smart grid networks [23]. In contrast, deep learning techniques, 
particularly those involving neural networks, have shown great promise in overcoming these 
limitations [24]. 

B. Deep Learning Techniques Deep learning techniques, particularly those involving Convolutional 
Neural Networks (CNNs) and Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), have been employed to capture 
spatial and temporal correlations in smart grid data, respectively [25, 26]. For example, CNNs have 
been used to analyze grid images and identify spatial anomalies, while RNNs, including LSTM 
networks, have been used to model time-series data and detect temporal anomalies [27, 28]. 

C. Cross-Domain Generalization and Multi-Task Learning The integration of CDG and MTL has 
shown significant potential in improving model generalization and robustness. CDG leverages data 
from multiple domains to enhance the model's ability to generalize to new, unseen data, while MTL 
allows the model to learn shared features across different tasks, improving its overall performance 
[2]. These techniques have been successfully applied in various fields, including defect detection in 
lithium batteries, where they have demonstrated remarkable improvements in accuracy and 
robustness. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Base Model  

Our methodology employs a multi-faceted approach to classify anomalies in smart grid networks. We 
utilize a pretrained visual encoder due to its proven effectiveness in feature extraction. This is 
particularly beneficial in our scenario, where domain-specific data is scarce. The pretrained encoder 
has been extensively trained on diverse datasets, enabling it to extract rich, generalized features. 
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These features are crucial for our task, as they compensate for the limited data available in smart grid 
anomaly detection. Our architecture is as follows: 

 

where XXX is the input data, E(⋅)E(\cdot)E(⋅) represents the visual encoder (a pretrained deep CNN), 
FFF is the extracted feature vector, C(⋅)C(\cdot)C(⋅) is the classification layer, and YYY is the output 
class. 

3.2. Cross-Domain Augmentation  

To address the scarcity of domain-specific data, we employ Cross-Domain Augmentation. This 
strategy involves augmenting our primary dataset (smart grid data) with data from other domains, 
such as industrial control systems. The rationale is to enhance the model’s exposure to a diverse range 
of anomaly patterns, which can be beneficial in learning more generalized features: 

 

This augmented dataset broadens the learning scope of the model, enabling it to recognize a wider 
array of anomaly features [28]. 

3.3. Multi-Task Learning  

In our approach, Multi-Task Learning (MTL) is employed to enhance the model’s performance across 
various types of anomalies. By simultaneously training the model on both smart grid and industrial 
datasets, the model learns shared features that are relevant across different anomaly domains. This is 
based on the premise that certain anomaly characteristics are universal and can be learned more 
effectively when exposed to varied data sources: 

 

where α and β are weights balancing the importance of each task [29]. 

4. EXPERIMENTS 

4.1. Dataset  

For our experiments, we used a benchmark smart grid dataset that includes various types of anomalies, 
such as equipment failures, cyber-attacks, and operational inefficiencies. Additionally, we augmented 
this dataset with an industrial control systems dataset to enhance model generalization. The dataset is 
divided into training and testing sets, with the training set used to train the LSTM-Autoencoder model 
and the testing set used to evaluate its performance [30]. 

4.2. Experimental Setting  

During the model training process, we set the batch size to 32, the learning rate to 0.001, and the 
number of epochs to 20. We utilize the Adam optimizer. The LSTM-Autoencoder model is trained 
on the training set, and the performance is evaluated using the testing set. We use precision, recall, 
and F1-score as the evaluation metrics. 
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4.3. Results  

Table 1 showcases the performance of our LSTM-Autoencoder model compared to traditional 
anomaly detection methods. The LSTM-Autoencoder model achieves higher precision, recall, and 
F1-score, demonstrating its superiority in detecting anomalies in smart grid networks. 

Table 1. The performance of our LSTM-Autoencoder model compared to traditional anomaly 
detection methods 

 

4.4. Figures and Tables 

Table 2. Performance Comparison 

 

 

Figure 1. Anomaly Detection Workflow 

5. DISCUSSION 

Our results demonstrate that integrating Cross-Domain Generalization and Multi-Task Learning 
significantly enhances the performance of anomaly detection models in smart grid networks. The 
ability to leverage diverse datasets and train on multiple tasks allows the model to learn more 
generalized and robust features, improving its accuracy and adaptability to different types of 
anomalies. 

6. CONCLUSION 

This study presents a novel deep learning approach for real-time anomaly detection in smart grid 
networks, leveraging Cross-Domain Generalization and Multi-Task Learning to improve model 
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robustness and generalization. Our experimental results show significant improvements over 
traditional methods, highlighting the potential for practical deployment in modern energy systems. 
Future work will explore the application of this approach to other domains and further refine the 
model's capabilities. 
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